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The Weaker Sex article and questions
‘What is Sociology’ chapter and activities
Sociological Articles
Things to Watch
Extension Activities

1. The Weaker Sex
This article mentions lots of the issues we will be exploring in Year 12. For example:




How the family has changed - is this a good or bad thing for society and individuals?
What inequality still exists in our society and why - particularly differences between the sexes,
ethnic groups and social classes?
What is the education system for? Who benefits the most from the current and past systems?

1. Read the article from The Economist (30th May 2015) – “The Weaker Sex” and provide
definitions and/or examples for the following terms found in the article:
a. Patriarchy
b. Nuclear Family
c. Working Class
d. Traditional manufacturing jobs
e. Culture & cultural activities
f. Vocational
2. Answer the following questions:
a. What evidence does the article give for the ways in which women are
disadvantaged in today’s society?
b. Can you think of any other examples?
c. What areas in society are men disadvantaged according to the article?

3. Write at least 250 words, in continuous prose, to provide an answer to both the
questions below:
a. What are the reasons the article is suggesting for low-skilled men having
“...the poisonous combination of no job, no family and no prospects”?
b. What does the article suggest are the solutions?

2. What is Sociology?
Read the chapter attached and complete the activities on pages 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12

3. Sociological Articles
There are six articles on different topics we will be looking at over the next two years.
Chose to read any articles that looks interesting and answer the questions listed
below.
The media and violent crime – What evidence is there that media can make people
violent? What other explanations are suggested?
Social media and misogyny (hatred, prejudice or distrust of women) – Find out what
primary socialisation is and define it. What are the norms and values of our society?
Why do you think abuse online is so prevalent in our society today?
The Jack Wills crowd – How has Jack Wills used its brand within the top universities in
England?
Young women and feminism – How do you think feminism is viewed within your own
peer group?
Gang talk – What does the article suggest about why people join street gangs?
Civil partnerships and changing family relationships – What factors were identified in
the article of why same-sex couples decided to become civil partners?

4. Things to watch
Sociology is all about the world around us so most things you see or talk about will be
sociological. The most important thing to learn in sociology is how to have a
questioning mind; don’t just accept what you see and hear at face value. Identity
social problems, think, what is the cause of them and how they can be solved.
(There are many different views about this!) Here are a few suggestions of good
films and documentaries to watch:
Three Identical Strangers - a true story about triplets separated at birth in a secret
sociological experiment. They find each other by chance when they are young
men and the documentary uncovers a wide-spread, highly secret experiment
affecting an unknown number of twins and triplets. (available on All 4 - ondemand)
Fahrenheit 9/11 (Michael Moore film about the War on Terror following the attack on
the World Trade Centre in New York 2001) – available on Netflix
The Truman Show (Jim Carey) - - available on Amazon Prime
Bowling for Columbine (Michael Moore film about the Columbine school massacre
in the US)

Example documentaries on All 4 – Channel 4 on demand: Secret life of 4&5 yr olds,
Excluded at 7 and iPlayer: Storyville – Lehman Brothers, On the Ground – county
lines, Escaping Gangs, Is this sexual harassment, Tagged.
5. Extension Activities
The following articles are a real challenge and are examples of articles you would
be reading at university.

Article on Family Dynamics and Childhood Consumption (University level article)
http://www.socresonline.org.uk/11/2/evans.html

Children in an ageing society (University level article)
https://academic.oup.com/psychsocgerontology/article/64B/4/489/599065

Mrs Gibson is Head of Sociology. Please email her on a.gibson@stbcc.org with any
queries.

